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Session Website 
For Today’s Handouts, Resources, and Links 

mailto:mshields@alsde.edu
https://goo.gl/zazC7o


https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=43&v=VWU_SfCxRnc

I am an NBCT….

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=43&v=VWU_SfCxRnc




What is 
National Board 
Certification?



 A network of accomplished teachers 
who are taking leadership roles and 
affecting policy

 A way to develop, recognize, and retain 
accomplished teaching

 Rigorous, high standards, created by 
teachers, scored by teachers

National Board Certification



NBCT Eligibility

 Bachelor’s degree
 Three years of teaching or counseling
 Valid state or school counseling 

license 

Questions about eligibility call 
(800) 22-TEACH 



25 Certification Areas
1. Art – Early/Middle Childhood
2. Art – Early Adolescence through Young 

Adulthood
3. Career and Technical Education - Early 

Adolescence through Young Adulthood
4. English as a New Language – Early/ Middle 

Childhood
5. English as a New Language – Early Adolescence 

through Young Adulthood
6. English Language Arts– Early Adolescence 
7. English Language Arts – Early Adolescence 

through Young Adulthood
8. Exceptional Needs Specialist – Early 

Adolescence through Young Adulthood
9. Generalist – Early Childhood
10.Generalist – Middle Childhood
11.Health Education – Early Adolescence through 

Young Adulthood
12.Library Media – Early Adolescence through 

Young Adulthood
13.Literacy: Reading – Language Arts – Early/ 

Middle Childhood
14.Mathematics – Early Adolescence
15.Mathematics – Adolescence and Young 

Adulthood
16.Music – Early/ Middle Childhood
17.Music – Early Adolescence through Young 

Adulthood
18.Physical Education – Early and Middle 

Childhood
19.Physical Education – Early Adolescence through 

Young Adulthood
20.School Counseling – Early Childhood through 

Young Adulthood
21.Science – Early Adolescence
22.Science – Adolescence and Young Adulthood
23.Social Studies – History – Early Adolescence
24.Social Studies – History – Adolescence and 

Young Adulthood
25.World Languages – Early Adolescence through 

Young Adulthood  





https://www.nbpts.org/wp-content/uploads/State-Profiles_AL.pdf

https://www.nbpts.org/wp-content/uploads/State-Profiles_AL.pdf


More than a decade of 
research from across the 

country confirms:
• Students taught by Board-certified teachers 

learn more than students taught by other 
teachers. 
– Estimates of the increase in learning are 

on the order of an additional one to two 
months of instruction. 

– The positive impact of having a Board-
certified teacher (NBCT) is even greater 
for minority and low-income students. 

• This improvement in student outcomes is 
mirrored by NBCTs achieving stronger results 
on leading measures of teacher effectiveness, 
including robust classroom observations and 
value-added scores. 

For more research: https://www.nbpts.org/wp-content/uploads/impact_brief_final.pdf

https://www.nbpts.org/wp-content/uploads/impact_brief_final.pdf


Copied from http://www.nbpts.org/research/

http://www.nbpts.org/research/


John Hattie – Student Impact

• Teachers who attempt or become 
NBCTs produce more positive 
outcomes in student test scores than 
teachers who do not.  

• NBPTS certification appears to be a 
predictor of teacher effectiveness.



The NBC process has changed. Why?

• Incorporate the latest research. Just as NBPTS asks teachers 
to be reflective in their practice, they are reflective to 
ensure the certification process mirrors the evolving nature 
of the profession and current research on best practices in 
teaching. The process was last revised in 2001.

• Remove barriers. NBPTS is working with National Board 
Certified Teachers (NBCTs) and other experts in the 
profession to remove barriers in the process that have 
nothing to do with whether a teacher is accomplished.

• National Board Certification needs to be the norm, not the 
exception.

copied from http://www.nbpts.org/

http://www.nbpts.org/


What’s different?
• While teachers can complete the entire 

certification process in one year, some may choose 
to do so over several years if that fits better with 
other demands on a teacher’s time.

• While maintaining the same level of rigor, the 
process will be grouped into four components.

• The total cost of certification will decrease to 
$1,900, with each of the four components costing 
$475. Candidates will have the option to pay for 
and submit each component separately.

copied from http://www.nbpts.org/

http://www.nbpts.org/


Overview of the 
Certification Process

Computer-Based 
Assessment

• Component 1: Content 
Knowledge Assessment

Portfolio Entries

• Component 2: 
Differentiation in 
Instruction

• Component 3: Teaching 
Practice and Learning 
Environment

• Component 4: Effective 
and Reflective 
Practitioner



Component 1: 
Content Knowledge

 Computer-based assessment

 Focus: Knowledge of and pedagogical 
practices for teaching in specific 
content areas

 3 constructed response exercises       
(up to 30 minutes each)

 Approximately 45 selected response  
(up to 60 minutes total)

 Component 1 Resources

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1haSD-qSO-tH-6nTyGcdbcZZuwWqO5_-j-bk0bUkUy-A/edit


Component 2:
Differentiation in 

Instruction
 Classroom-based portfolio entry

 Focus: Demonstrate students’ 
growth over time and a written 
commentary that analyzes their 
instructional choices

 Primarily comprised of samples 
of student work and an 
accompanying written 
commentary



Component 3:
Teaching Practice and 
Learning Environment
 Classroom-based portfolio and 

video entry

 Focus: Demonstrate how 
candidates engage students and 
impact their learning

 Written commentary describing, 
analyzing and reflecting on 
teaching and interactions



Knowledge of Students
• Group Info and Profile Form

Use of Assessment Data
• Formative Assessment & Data/Results
• Data/Results
• Self-Assessments
• Summative Assessments & Data/Results

Participation in Learning Communities
• Professional Learning Need 
• Student Need
• Evidence

Component 4: 
Effective and Reflective Practitioner



Go to the NBPTS Website:  
http://Nbpts.org
Read your Standards and Instructions 
Carefully 
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Learn 
about the 
Process

http://nbpts.org/


• Register at www.nbpts.org and confirm you 
meet the eligibility prerequisites.

• Pay the $75 annual registration fee.
• Select the components you’d like to complete; 

fees can be paid now or later
• Review the standards for your certificate area
• Look for area or online mentoring groups.



copied from http://www.nbpts.org/wp-content/uploads/Guide_to_NB_Certification.pdf

http://www.nbpts.org/wp-content/uploads/Guide_to_NB_Certification.pdf


NBCT Scholarship – Due in Spring 2020

Grant Eligibility Requirements (copied from grant application):
_____ 1. Have 3 years of teaching experience.
_____ 2. Teach full-time in a public K-12 school. 
_____ 3. Commit to teach 3 years in an Alabama K-12 school. 
_____ 4. Commit to completing the NBCT Portfolio (all 4 Components).
_____ 5. Applicant is responsible for registration fees 

($75.00 per component).
_____ 6. Annual household income does not 

exceed 3 times the median household 
income for the state of Alabama. ($120, 000)

24



Alabama Incentives and Stipends

• $5000 each year for life of 
certificate.

• Additional $5000 for Literacy, 
Math, Science, CTE, and ESL 
NBCTs serving “challenging 
schools.”  See 2019 lists here.

https://www.alsde.edu/sites/memos/Memoranda/FY19-2103.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2bEqioANEjhU3BcZoXFvSzC90czI3Ma7b3miS6fhKUUaABOWdCSYGz_Xw


Support During the NBCT Process

• Regional Inservice Centers
• School or district-based PLCs
• Alabama Network for NBCTs



ATLAS
 Online library of authentic 

videos showing accomplished 
teachers at work in the 
classroom

 The library features board-
certified teachers' approaches to 
teaching

 Videos include instructional 
materials, written reflections, 
and analyses

 Provides over one thousand 
cases covering most subjects, 
grades, and school settings

 ARICs provide access to this 
resource through school, district, 
regional PLCs. 

https://atlas.nbpts.org/login?next=%2F

https://atlas.nbpts.org/login?next=/


Maintenance of Certification

 Beginning in 2021, NBCTs will be required to 
demonstrate their knowledge and skills every five 
years. 

 It is also aligned with the movement of 40 state 
licensure systems to a five-year renewal period. 

 Maintenance of Certification will take effect for 
candidates who certify in 2017 and later.

 See the video for more information about 
Maintenance of Certification.

Copied from http://www.nbpts.org/national-board-certification/renewal/

https://youtu.be/IWF67DRFuKU?list=PLMTuHBhnoCoN-4lro5btAK-z61FicWb92
http://www.nbpts.org/national-board-certification/renewal/


School leaders can provide…

• Release time
• Connections to local support
• Interest and understanding

– How are things going?
– How can I help?
– What are you learning? 

• Technical support (esp. videoing)
• Recognition

https://www.nbpts.org/ace-in-the-hand-principal-support-for-national-board-candidates/

https://www.nbpts.org/ace-in-the-hand-principal-support-for-national-board-candidates/


Some Spotlights



https://www.nbpts.org/ace-in-the-hand-principal-support-for-national-board-candidates/


Questions? 

Feel free to contact me!
Dr. Melissa Shields
Email: mjshields@alsde.edu and

mjshieldsecboe@gmail.com
Twitter: mjshields
Website: Melissa Shields Wix
Edmodo: mjshields

mailto:mjshields@alsde.edu
mailto:mjshieldsecboe@gmail.com
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